
“Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Matthew 4:19 
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News and Notes from Troy Christian Church 

From Greg Laurie come these thoughts on reaching our culture. 

 

“It’s a real challenge to reach our culture today. In my 35 years of ministry I have 

never seen greater biblical illiteracy. 

 

There was a time when you could assume most people had a general idea of the Bible. If you were talking 

to someone and made a reference to Adam and Eve, the Garden of Eden, Noah and his ark, or even Jesus 

Christ, they would have a sense of what or who you were referring to. 

 

Not anymore. People are largely oblivious to the Bible, not only as God’s Word but even as great litera-

ture. The obsession of some to implement the “separation of church and state” has contributed to this 

illiteracy concerning God’s Word. 

 

When I present the gospel today, especially to young people, I can no longer assume that they under-

stand what I mean when I say something along the lines of, “You need to repent of your sin and put your 

faith in Jesus and become His disciple!” They might wonder what it means to repent, or even what sin is. 

 

Our challenge as believers in reaching this post-modern generation is to make sense without compromis-

ing our message. 

 

By the way, I think way too much is made of the whole post-modern generational issue. There are some 

valid things to know about each group, but let’s not forget that the essential gospel message does not 

change. The gospel that the apostles delivered in the first century still resonates with the twenty-first cen-

tury. But we still need to adapt and become, as Paul said, “all things to all men.”  

 

Paul said: “I have become a servant of everyone so that I can bring them to Christ. When I am with the 

Jews, I become one of them so that I can bring them to Christ. When I am with the Gentiles, who do not 

have the Jewish law, I fit in with them as much as I can. In this way, I gain their confidence and bring them 

to Christ. Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone so that I might bring them to Christ” (I Corin-

thians 9: 19-23) 

 

Sometimes in an attempt to “relate” to non believers, Christians will make unnecessary compromises. 

Note that Paul says, “I fit in with them as much as I can.” There is a place to draw the line when you are 

around non believers. We want to be careful to try to influence them more than they are influencing us. 

There is a real danger that if you become too much like them, they will never want to become like                  

you. Let’s reach people, but let’s also stand our ground and hold to our principles as followers of Jesus. 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

 
 



 
In the event of severe weather, cancellations of church services will be called in to KQTV, 
and KFEQ, KAIR and KNZA radio stations.  We will also have a message on the church an-
swering machine.   

From the Minister (from page 1) 

Some may want to rationalize compromises in their life as a Christian by protesting, “Well Jesus hung 

around sinners!” That is not really true. Jesus did not “hang around sinners” for the most part. Actually he 

“hung around” his disciples when He was not teaching. When Jesus was with sinners who were separated 

from God, they did not stay that way for long. He confronted the woman at the well about her sin. Sure, 

He loved her, but He pointed out she was living in sin with a man presently. She also came to faith after 

that. Yes Jesus forgave the woman caught in adultery, but it was only after she called Him “Lord.” Even 

then He said to her, “Go and sin no more.” When He went to the home of a notorious sinner named Zac-

chaeus, the little guy emerged transformed. 

 

So lets work on building a bridge to our lost world, not burning one. At the same time, let’s not lower our 

standard to extend our reach.” 

 

I am excited about the opportunities that the month of February holds for us to grow in our understand-

ing of what God’s word has to say about our stewardship, of that which He has blessed us with. Please 

don’t think this is a series of messages aimed at getting you to give more to the church, (those who were 

part of stewardship month last year know better). Rather it is learning God’s principles of handling money 

and possessions that puts us in a place to receive His best for us. If you know someone who is struggling 

financially I would encourage you to invite them to come and share in this informative study. Don’t forget 

that all month we will have a combined adult Sunday School, as 3 of our missionaries share with us about 

Children’s Homes, Campus Ministry, and Bible Colleges. 

 

Hope to see you this Sunday with your Bible and a couple of friends…..Brother Dave 
 

Super Bowl Party 

 

February 7th at 5:00 p.m. 

For 7th-12th graders 
Adam & Sarah  

Kretzinger’s house 



Our Services And Activities: 

Sundays: Prayer time 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday school 9:00 a.m. 

Worship service 10:00 a.m. 

7th - 12th grade youth group 6:00 p.m. 

Mondays: Ladies’ Bible study 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays: KICKs (Kids In Christ’s 

Kingdom) 3:40 - 5:15 p.m. for kids in 1st 

- 6th grades  

Feb. 7: Youth group Super Bowl party   

Feb. 7: Elder’s meeting 5:00 p.m. 

Feb. 15: Elder’s meeting 6:30 p.m.; 

Board meeting  7:00 p.m. 

Feb. 28: Potluck dinner following the 

worship service. Please bring a dish to 

share. 

 

Weekly Statistics 
 Our Giving Attendance 
Jan. 3: $2,571.91  125 

Jan. 10: $3,065.00  174  

Jan. 17: $2,459.35  141 

Jan. 24: $2,489.48  168 

 

Church Budget: $178,712.00 

Needed per Sunday: $3,436.76 

New Sermon Series  

Begins February 7th... 

Stewardship 

is lordship 
(It’s not what you think!) 

2 Angela Christopher 
3 Rae Jean Burchett-Burtis 
6 Bree Martinez 
8 Maxine Miller, Sherman 

Smith 
9 Dale Elkins 
10 TC Jarrett 
13 Terra Ferris 
14 Auten Huss 
15 Craig Kostman, Debbie 

Smith 
16 Amy Masters, Sawyer 

Ashburn 

17 Holly Whetstine 
18 Mack Jarrett, Brody 

Winder, Robin Wood 
20 Jennifer Whetstine 
21 Phil Johnson 
22 Jaylon Ashburn 
24 Mandy Thomsen 
25 Mlle Caudle, Dalton Mas-

ters 
27 Nellie Corf 
28 Leon Martinez 
 
 

Don’t Give Up 
Many New Year’s resolutions are 
made on January 1st.  It’s pretty com-
mon for some to be long forgotten by 
the first of February, but we shouldn’t 
give up.  We have the opportunity to 
make positive changes in our lives any 
time of the year. Don’t wait for another 
New Year’s Day - just start again.   

 
Look for opportunities to do good things for others by    
volunteering. Make the effort to plan better for the future, 
including the use of your time, talent and possessions.  
Commit to daily Bible reading. 

 
What motivated you to make those resolutions in the first 
place?  Begin again to make those positive changes in 
your life and you’ll be surprised how they will impact you, 
as well as those around you.   

Reasons To Rejoice! 
Transfers: 

Brian, Kristie, & Whitlea Klaus - 
January 24th 
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What Is Faith? 
òSight is not faith, and hearing is not faith; but believing 

when we neither see, hear nor feel is faith; and everywhere 

the Bible tells us our salvation is to be by faith.  Therefore 

we must believe before we feel, and often against our feel-

ings, if we would honor God by our faith.ó 

- Hannah Whitall Smith 


