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National Parks of Taiwan 

According to the National Park Act of the Republic 
of China (passed in l972), parks are established to  

protect the natural scenery, historic relics ( �J�þ�J�þ�J�þ�J�þ )

and wildlife; to conserve natural resources; and to  
facilitate scientific research and promote 

environmental education . 
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� Kenting National Park is a located in 

Hengchun , Pingtung County . 90 

kilometers from the city of Kaohsiung.

The park is the oldest and southernmost 

park in Taiwan and was established on 

January 1 , 1984. The park is famous for 

its coral reef cliffs, and for housing the 

historical lighthouse of Eluanbi ( �H�6�×�H�6�×�H�6�×�H�6�× ).



� The park covers about 181 square 

kilometers of land, 152 square 

kilometers of sea, weighing in at 333 

square kilometers combined. 

� It is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, 

the Taiwan Strait, the and the Luzon 

Strait ( �(�Z�ç�y�(�Z�ç�y�(�Z�ç�y�(�Z�ç�y ). 
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The historical lighthouse 
of Eluanbi ( �H�6�×�H�6�×�H�6�×�H�6�× )

Maubitou �7�×�p�7�×�p�7�×�p�7�×�p



� The landscape boasted by Kenting 

National Park is divided into two parts 

by the long and narrow Hengchun 

Longitudinal Valley Plain that extends 

from north to south. 

� With coral sea cliffs teemed with 

fringing reefs ( �Õ�û�Õ�û�Õ�û�Õ�û ) along the west 

coast, the park features a large number 

of mountains in the north, and coral 

tablelands ( �Ï�:�Ï�:�Ï�:�Ï�: ) and foothills in the 

south.
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� The plain, which is formed by fault valleys, has a v ast lake 

called Longlyuantan, together with rising coral tablel ands and 

limestone caves to the east. The east side of the c oral 

tablelands features unique sand rivers and sand wate rfalls 

formed by the combined effects of winds and rivers, as  well as 

coral cliffs, sunken caves and stalactites ( �*���A�*���A�*���A�*���A ). 

8	¤�x�‹	¤�x�‹	¤�x�‹	¤�x�‹
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�H�6�×�þ	›�J�?�H�6�×�þ	›�J�?�H�6�×�þ	›�J�?�H�6�×�þ	›�J�?

Important resources for 
conservation :
�ë�ë�ë�ë Raised coral reefs
�ë�ë�ë�ë Coastal forest
�ë�ë�ë�ë Tropical monsoon forest
�ë�ë�ë�ë Prehistorical remains
�ë�ë�ë�ë Maritime ecology
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Yushan  National Park

� Yushan  National Park (1054.91 km²), 

the largest national park in Taiwan, is 

located on the central part of Taiwan. 

The highest point of the range, Jade 

Mountain, which is the highest peak 

in East Asia, is 3,952 metres (12,966 ft) 

above sea level.
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�ë�ë�ë�ë High mountain topography
�ë�ë�ë�ë High mountain ecology
�ë�ë�ë�ë Spectacular peaks
�ë�ë�ë�ë Variety of forest types 
�ë�ë�ë�ë Abundant animal life 

�ë�ë�ë�ë Remains of old road

Important resources for 
conservation:
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�/�^�‘�}�/�^�‘�}�/�^�‘�}�/�^�‘�}

Yushan from the 
North Peak

Siouguluan River in Taiwan, Hualien. 
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Yangmingshan National Park 
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Silver grass

Important resources for 
conservation :
�ì�ì�ì�ì Volcanic geology
�ì�ì�ì�ì Hot springs
�ì�ì�ì�ì Waterfalls
�ì�ì�ì�ì Grassland
�ì�ì�ì�ì Broadleaved forest 
�ì�ì�ì�ì Butterflies 
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The Yangmingshan National Park was 

established in 1985. It is located at the 

northern edge of the Taipei basin on a broad 

saddle between two mountains, between 

Taipei City and Taipei County , Taiwan .  

Yangmingshan was originally called Grass 

Mountain ( �{�^�{�^�{�^�{�^ ; Taiwanese: Chháu-soa �) 

because the main mountains of this region 

are grassy. In 1950, Chiang Kai-shek 

renamed the place Yangmingshan in honor of 

Wang Yangming, a Ming Dynasty Chinese 

scholar and military official. 

�������



� The park occupies an area of 

approximately 11,455 hectares and 

spans the administrative districts of 

Shihlin and Peitou in Taipei City and 

Tanshui, Sanchih, Shihmen, Chinshan

and Wanli in Taipei County. The 

elevation of the park ranges from 200 

meters to 1,120 �°�°�°�° Mt. Chihsing) meters. 
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Closer view of hot 
springs on Mt. Chihsing

Mt. Chihsing
Mt. Chihsing with hot springs on the side



The National Park is famous for its cherry blossoms, hot springs, 
sulfur ( ���ø���ø���ø���ø ) deposits, venomous snakes and hiking trails, includ ing 
Taiwan's tallest and one over the extinct volcano �°�°�°�° Mt. Chihsing �.
#�.
#�.
#�.
#
�^�^��̂^ , 1,120 m). 

The area includes an azalea �°�°�°�°�™�G	X�™�G	X�™�G	X�™�G	X�±�±�±�± restoration area where the 
spectacular blossoms of various kinds of rhododendron a nd 
azaleas can be seen in the spring.
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�„�¤�‹�„�¤�‹�„�¤�‹�„�¤�‹ -1
Menghuan-Pond �„�¤�‹�„�¤�‹�„�¤�‹�„�¤�‹ -2

Menghuan-Pond
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The name, Taroko , means " the 

magnificent and beautiful".
When Taroko National Park was 
established on November 28, 
l986. It was named after the 
Taroko Gorge, the landmark 
gorge of the park. 

� Area: 92000 hectares
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90% of the area is mountainous.

Taroko Gorge and its surrounding area are 
well known for their abundant supply of 
marble. The rock now seen in Taroko began 

over 200 million years ago as sediment ( �§�è�§�è�§�è�§�è )

on the bottom of the ocean. As the sediment 
collected, it was subject to increasingly large 
amounts of pressure which eventually 
hardened it into limestone ( �A�Ê�•�A�Ê�•�A�Ê�•�A�Ê�• ). 

Over the past 100 million years, compression 
between the Philippine and Eurasian tectonic 
plates supplied additional pressure that 
metamorphosed the limestone into marble. 
Uplifting forces from the plate collision 
pushed this rock above the surface of the 
ocean to where we see it today. 
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“�ì2L�;
“�ì2L�;
“�ì2L�;
“�ì2L�; Shakadang Trail

Shakatang Trail Toroko Gorge
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Tunnel of Nine Turns  �0�´
P�0�´
P�0�´
P�0�´
P

In fact, the region is still being uplifted by 

approximately 0.5cm per year.

The gorge itself was carved into the 

marble by the erosive power of the Liwu

River. ( �E�Æ�;
L
�
ÿ�è�þ�¼�ô�E�Æ�;
L
�
ÿ�è�þ�¼�ô�E�Æ�;
L
�
ÿ�è�þ�¼�ô�E�Æ�;
L
�
ÿ�è�þ�¼�ô 2/3)

�E�Æ�;�E�Æ�;�E�Æ�;�E�Æ�; The Liwu River



Fish Leaping Across the Dragon Gate

Marble Taroko Gorge

Taroko Gorge

Important resources for conservation :

�ë�ë�ë�ë Marble gorge 

�ë�ë�ë�ë Scarp cliff along fault line 

�ë�ë�ë�ë Fold 

�ë�ë�ë�ë Variety of forest types 

�ë�ë�ë�ë Rich animal life 

�ë�ë�ë�ë Remains of old road
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Eternal Spring Shrine( 	o
��0	o
��0	o
��0	o
��0 ). 
taken by Kyle Mullaney

Suspension Bridge

Gorge

Baiyang Waterfalls Trail
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��n�†�¼�³�y
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��n�†�¼ Shei-Pa National Park

Shei-Pa National Park is a 

national park located in central 

part of Taiwan around the peaks 

of Hsuehshan and Dabajian 

Mountain, with an area of 76850 

hectares, about the same size as 

Holland, and a little larger than 

Massachusetts and Connecticut 

States combined.

The park's headquarters was set 

up on July 1, 1992.
24
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Mt. Pintian Fold 	´�6�^�¹�‹	´�6�^�¹�‹	´�6�^�¹�‹	´�6�^�¹�‹

This is a region of magnificent mountains: within th e park are 51 

peaks over 3,000 meters high. The highest of them, Jad e Mountain 

reaches 3,952 meters. Three quarters of the land area is 

mountainous, much of it too steep to be cultivated easily. There are 

more than 200 peaks over 3,000 meters in altitude. 

Sunrise in Hsuehshan



�U�ø�ž�^�V�[�ø�ž�^�U�ø�ž�^�V�[�ø�ž�^�U�ø�ž�^�V�[�ø�ž�^�U�ø�ž�^�V�[�ø�ž�^

Important Resources for 
Conservation :

�ë�ë�ë�ë High mountain ecology, 

�ë�ë�ë�ë geology, topography 

�ë�ë�ë�ë Rivers and Creek valleys 

�ë�ë�ë�ë Rare animals and plants 

�ë�ë�ë�ë Plentiful variety of forest   
types

�N	X�+�-�•�N	X�+�-�•�N	X�+�-�•�N	X�+�-�•
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It is a mostly wild and undeveloped 

area with a range of wildlife that 

includes many rare and endemic 

species. 

� �Æ�†�ç� �Æ�†�ç� �Æ�†�ç� �Æ�†�ç
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Pearl of the South China 
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Dongsha Datum Point
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Han Boundary Tang Territory 
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